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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 PRAGUE 00755 121135 Z 
53 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 PM-09 NSC-10 SS-15 RSC-01 L-03 CIAE-00 

DODE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-03 USIA-12 PRS-01 NIC-01 

RSR-01 /092 W 

050332 

R 121056 Z APR 73 
FM AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4155 

CONEIDENTIAL PRAGUE 0755 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, TO, CZ 

SUBJ: PORTEST AGAINST OBJECTIONABLE PRESS ARTICLE 
REE: STATE 064888 

1 . DCM CALLED ON MFA NORTH AMERICAN DEPT DIRECTOR BILEK 
TO DELIVER PROTEST ALONG LINES REFTEL. BILEK, WHO 
EVIDENTLY WAS UNAWARE OF ARTICLE AND SEEMED UNCLEAR ON 
INCIDENT OUT OE WHICH ARTICLE HAD BEEN SPUN, DAID HE 
WOULD INEORM HIS SUPERIORS. 

2. IN EOLLOWING DISCUSSION, EMBOEF EMPHASIZED THAT CZECHS 
SHOULD REALIZE THAT HOSTILE MEDIA COVERAGE WAS NOT 
CONSISTENT WITH EEFORT TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH US. BILEK, 
WHO HAS IN MORE CANDID MOMENTS BEMOANED MFA' S INABILITY 
TO INFLUENCE MEDIA, PRESSED ARGUMENT THAT LEADERSHIP 
AND OTHER AUTHORITATIVE STATEMENTS IN RECENT PRIOD HAVE 
AVOIDED HOSTILE REFERENCES TO US. 

SHERER 
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